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"Centralization?the vis unita fortior?I acknowledge to be an excellent principle in all government, but it is not applicable to medical attendance upon the poor ; when the Poor Law Commissioners therefore united a number of parishes together and then advertised for the lowest tenders, calling up the inexperienced tyro from the schools, in want of a place, to underbid the established practitioner who had long been in charge, they handed over the sick poor to serve the purpose of the former's selfish speculation, or held him up in terrorem over the latter, with the view of imposing conditions upon him which he never could execute in fairness either to the unfortunate paupers or himself."
Certainly the system of " tender," is any thing but a tender system for the poor.
Would these fat and insolent Commissioners provide medical relief for their own bloated carcasses on tender ? Would they advertise for the lowest doctor?the cheapest physic ? Catch a weasel asleep ! But they thought, n? doubt, that the worst would do for the poor, and that the parish doctor was a sneaking animal, and would be bullied with impunity. The Commissioners have already found that the medical profession will not tamely submit to he injured and insulted in the same breath.
The great remedy is union, association, and a common principle and mode ot action on the part of the profession itself. If it is united, neither commissioners nor ministers, neither the public nor the executive, can trample on it. " broken, jealous, disunited, all will prey on it. We recommend then the formation of associations, their extension, their co-operation. Such We recommend this work strongly to oar anatomical readers.
